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II 
Small slab of white marble of inferior qual- 
ity. Dimensions: .290 by .162 by .030 M. In- 
scribed on both sides, the lines running paral- 
lel with the longer edges of the slab. On face 
A at the middle of each edge are square sock- 
ets where rested the clamps that fastened the 
tablet to the wall. 

A. 

1 REFACIA- T- L- EVPRO 

2 SYNE 

3 P. PAETIUS- P- L- SODALA 

4 INFRA- OSSA- S S 

Under the C in line 1 there are plain traces 
of a T, which the stone-cutter had apparently 
begun to make. Before he had cut it very 
deep he discovered his mistake and put the 
other letter in its place. The remaining letters 
are carefully made, though with no great art. 
In this mistake of the stone-cutter (or possibly 
of the scribe) may be found apparently an 
example of that tendency to confuse T and C, 
which crops out in many places. Different as 
these sounds seem on first thought, there are 
certain combinations .(notably TL and CL. 
TI and CI) in which it is easy to pass from 
T to C, and examples are said to occur in both 
early and late Latin (Seelmann, Aussprache 
des Latein, p. 312). Note for instance CIL X 
1249. SCLITIB(US) ; Orelli 2588 ACLHE- 
TICO. For the similarity of the sounds com- 
pare the two English words dartling and dark- 
ling. The influence of I is shown in the 
(alleged) French-Canadian pronunciation of 
metier, moi&ie, for metier, moi/ie. 

Seelmann distinguishes this change from the 
much later confusion of the two letters which 
arose when both had become assibilated before 
I, and which led to such spellings as nuncio, 
concio, etc., — errors that are still extant in 
some texts and dictionaries. Just when CI 
may have become assibilated is, of course, a 
debated question. Seelmann (p. 321) is 
emphatic in his statement that even the Latin 
grammarians knew nothing of a change of C 
to Z, although he admits that there may have 
been sporadic cases in the sermo vulgaris. But 
see the discussion in Roby, Preface, pp. lii- 
lvi. Such forms then as TERCIVS, OCIO 
(for terdus, orio) are, on this view, regarded 
as showing a non-assibilated C; and spellings 
like deposIKIO, TrpcKaw (=pretio?) certainly 
seem to be explicable on no other theory. 
Seelmann (p. 323) quotes more than a score 
of such forms showning a substitution of CI 
for TI. For the contrary change (TI for CI) 
he quotes but three, and one of these is doubt- 
ful. The other two are HOMVNTIO, a 



proper name in an inscription from Brixia 
(Gruter p. 762, VII) ; and SOLATIVM, from 
Verona (Gruter p. 759, II). Assuming then 
that the name Refacia contains the root FAC, 
this (corrected) blunder in a Roman inscrip- 
tion of the second or third century a. d. may 
be worth adding to the scanty list. 
B- 

1 C- ANTISTI- REGINIL 

2 SYNISTORIS- LIBRARI 

At the end of the first line a chipping of the 
surface has destroyed the tops of the letters 
I and N, and all but the bottoms of the last 
two letters. These seem, however, to be I and 
L, though the cross-stroke of the latter is 
strongly curved upwards. There are other 
traces of a cursive style in the letters Y, S, and 
R. If this is the correct reading, it yields the 
name Reginillus, certainly an uncommon name 
if not altogether unknown. It seems to be a 
variant in the same list with Reginus, Regillus, 
Reginalis, Regillianus. Librarii were, of 
course, very commonly freedmen, and possibly 
Regini l(iberti) should be preferred here, in 
spite of the infrequency of such a way of writ- 
ing a name. Inscriptions from the tombs of 
other librarii are known: CIL VI 9515-9525, 
33871. While most of them are designated 
as liberti, some of them were free men, and 
one (like Synistor) rejoiced in the possession 
of four names : L. Volusius Aegialeus Syril- 
lius. 

G M Whicher 
Normal College, New York City 

The Dative With Special Verbs and 
With Compound Verbs 

The various categories into which the uses of 
cases are divided are the result of analysis, and it is 
a common observation that no hard and fast lines 
can be drawn between them, because they shade into 
one another. But the pupil is always made ac- 
quainted with the uses of cases by a process of syn- 
thesis, and for this purpose the characteristics of the 
different uses ought in the beginning to be made as 
distinct as is possible without conveying the idea that 
every occurrence of a case form can be distinctly • 
and undeniably "labeled.". 

In this respect the every-day categories of the 
Dative with Special Verbs and the Dative with Com- 
pound Verbs desire especial consideration, since the 
limits of the terms seem never to have been clearly 
defined. The following suggestions are offered as 
presenting a working basis for their treatment in the 
class room : 

A dative will be said to be used with a compound 
verb only when a dative of similar significance would 
not be found with the corresponding simple verb. 
This is application of the principles that the dative 
is used because the changed meaning of the verb 
resulting from the composition admits of modifica- 
tion by a dative. 

E. g. Bruto constabat, B G III 14 3. The unusual 
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dative with sto can scarcely be said to be used in the 
same sense. So Remis studium accessit, B G II 7 2, 
the simple verb with the dative (see below) being 
in a different sense. 

On the otrer hand Suevis concedere, B G IV 7 5, 
should not be listed under this category, since the 
simple verb cedere in the same sense {yield) also 
governs a similar dative, eg fortunes cedere, B G 
VII 89 1. The con- in concedere above seems to be 
merely intensive. 

A dative will be said to be used with a special verb 
only when the general English equivalent of the Latin 
verb requires that the translation of the accompany- 
ing Latin dative be by the English direct object. In 
other words, this canstruction is merely a difference 
behueen English and Latin idiom. 

Upon these principles a different classification 
would be required for the dative with the following 
verbs at least (which are placed under this category 
by some grammarians) : consider e, irasci, desperare. 

Verbs that might apparently come under either 
category may be considered " special " when no hint 
of their compound form is given in their most gen- 
eral English equivalent, e g, invideo, impero, obse- 
quor, obtempero; while prospicio, provideo^ appro- 
pinquare, insidiari, should be classed as " com- 
pounds ". 

It may be remarked in passing that the ordinary 
" rules " upon such matters as these are not of su- 
preme importance, since they furnish the pupil prac- 
tically no guide in Latin composition. If (as we per- 
sonally hope) the day has passed when it is consid- 
ered that the proper Latin composition for high 
school pupils consists in cribbing half lines from 
Cicero and patching them together, the pupil needs 
as in indispensible supplement to such " rules " a list 
of the Latin verbs that govern the dative under these 
categories, a list that shall run parallel with the text 
he reads and the composition book he uses, so that 
he may at any time see exactly what Latin verbs he 
has met that require a special dative. 

Paul R Jenks, 
Boys' High School, Brooklyn 
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